The Nile Waters
or of drinking water for the people and their herds. It
holds many varieties of fish, and, particularly in the South,
these are an important element in the food of the people*
It is the central highway of the country ; though its
importance from this point of view has diminished with
the development of railway and motor transport-. The
service of navigation provides a means of livelihood for
many of the riparian population. It is safe to say that
the Sudan ranks next to Egypt in utilisation of, and
dependence upon, the waters of the Nile.
From 1894 onwards the British Government have
obtained from the Italian Government, on behalf of
Eritrea, and from the Abyssinian Government, various
assurances relating to the Setit, the Atbara, and the
Blue Nile, whereby the interests of Egypt and the Sudan
in the headwaters of the Nile are protected. In par-
ticular the Emperor Menelifc of Abyssinia in 1902 under-
took not to allow any works to be constructed at Lake
Tsana save in agreement with the British Government
and the Government of the Sudan. These assurances
have enabled Egypt to extend her irrigation system
without fear of interruption of supply ; and make it
possible for both Egypt and the Sudan to look forward
to the utilisation some day of Lake Tsana as a storage
reservoir for the benefit of both countries.
Irrigation from the Nile can never attain the importance
in the Sudan that it possesses in Egypt. Apart from the
consideration already mentioned, namely the relatively
high rainfall over a large part of the country, there is
the topographical fact that the area accessible to canals
is relatively small. No part of the country can be com-
manded by canals fed from the White Nile. The riiner
below the junction of the White and Blue Niles flows
in a narrow valtey containing inconsiderable areas of
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